Febrile ulceronecrotic Mucha-Habermann disease following suspected hemorrhagic chickenpox infection in a 20-month-old boy.
We present the youngest pediatric patient so far with febrile ulcerative Mucha-Haberman disease (FUMHD) after an admitting clinical picture of hemorrhagic varicella infection. With a time to diagnosis of 25 days, the 20-month-old boy responded to low dose cyclosporine and prednisolone given for 3 months and is free of disease after 4 years of follow up. We describe a polyclonal CD8+ T cell response with elevated pro-inflammatory cytokines and a fivefold upregulation of the high-affinity Fc receptor type I (CD64) on granulocytes. Early consideration of FUMHD in the differential diagnosis of a systemic inflammatory disease combined with a generalized necrotizing rash is important for early and adequate management of children with this rare and challenging disease.